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We are Living Our Go.
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Meet the team

Michelle Hedegard (she, her)

OCC Director of Equity, Culture, and Comms

Space To Grow Fund Program Manager

Monica Pea (she, her)

OCC Director of Sales

Space To Grow Fund Sales + Events Support

Sabrina Tina Catholina (they, them)
OCC Equity Analyst

Space To Grow Fund Program Support

Lolitta Brown (she, her)
OCC Sales Manager

Space To Grow Fund Sales Manager
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Agenda

1. Welcome

2. Program information

o About, details and key dates, who can apply, 
requirements

3. Application and review process

o How to apply, review panel, evaluation criteria

4. Resources and support

5. Questions and answers

Photo: Ghosts of Summer, Community-driven autumnal makers’ market 
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5Photo: Abby’s Closet, Prom Dress Giveaway

About

1. Resource communities of color and other historically 
marginalized communities

2. Increase cultural, community, or growth outcomes

3. Support event readiness by providing tools, resources, and 
assistance
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Photo: Oregon Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association, 
Chinese New Year Cultural Fair

Details and key dates

Total funding available

o Up to $150,000 in in-kind funds

Award amounts 

o Up to $25,000 per event
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Details and key dates

Application periods

February 3, to March 3, 2025
First awards announced by March 31, 2025

February 3, to August 15, 2025
Final awards announced by September 30, 2025

FIRST ROUND

FINAL ROUND

Photo: Oregon Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association, 
Chinese New Year Cultural Fair

Events not awarded in the first round will be rolled into the next 
review for final award consideration.
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Photo: Construction Industry Education Foundation, Trades Day

Who can apply

1. Organizations located in and servicing Clackamas, 

Multnomah, and/or Washington County

2. Organizations demonstrating a commitment to diversity, 

equity, inclusion and accessibility through their 

programming, staffing and operations

3. 501(c)(3) non-profit

4. Individuals or groups supporting community-led initiatives 

without nonprofit status

5. Firm certified by the Oregon Certification Office of Business 

Inclusion and Diversity (COBID)
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Photo: Prosper Portland, My People’s Market

Requirements

1. Events must occur between April 1, 2025, and June 30, 
2026

2. Events contracted within the past 5 years are ineligible

o March 3, 2025, and before

3. No funding for expenses outside OCC services

4. General liability insurance $2M 

o Estimated cost: $200

5. Post-event reporting on impact
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How to apply

Application steps

1. Apply through the Space To 
Grow online portal at 
OregonCC.org/SpaceToGrow
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How to apply

Application steps

1. Apply through the Space To 
Grow online portal at 
OregonCC.org/SpaceToGrow

2. Create your account
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How to apply

Application steps

1. Apply through the Space To 
Grow online portal at 
OregonCC.org/SpaceToGrow

2. Create your account

3. Fill out application details
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How to apply

1. Applicants can work together on a 
single request.

2. Multiple applicants from an 
organization need to work together 
on a request.

3. An applicant needs someone else 
to upload a document, fill out 
certain questions, or sign off on 
their request
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Photo: United National Indian Tribal Youth, National Conference

Review panel

1. Community members

2. Metropolitan Exposition and Recreation Commission 
(MERC) member

3. OCC staff

4. Travel Portland
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Criterion Questions

Eligibility
• Event date range
• Geographical location

Equity
• Event goals 

• Methods for measuring their success 

Impact Potential
• Impact of funding (select)
• Impact narrative 

Feasibility and Readiness

• Mission 
• Event experience 
• Audience 
• Marketing and outreach 

Evaluation criteria



16

S P A C E  T O  G R O W  F U N D  |  A P P L I C A T I O N  A N D  R E V I E W  P R O C E S S

Criterion Questions

Accessibility and Inclusion • Accessible and inclusive 

Budget

• Event budget 
• Category breakdown 

• Funding requested 

Evaluation criteria
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Resources and support

Resources available

o Sample application 

o Event budget examples

o Cost and service guides

o Full program guide
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Resources and support

Contact us
Email SpaceToGrow@OregonCC.org
Online   OregonCC.org/SpaceToGrow

Space to Grow Fund Launch Celebration and Tasting
February 26, 2025, 3:00-5:00 pm
OCC, Portland Ballroom 254

Allan Wambaa (he, him)

Sr. Executive Chef PCIII 
Levy Restaurants for OCC and MERC venues



What questions do you have?

S P A C E  T O  G R O W  F U N D  |  Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  A N S W E R S



Thank you.

S P A C E  T O  G R O W  F U N D  |  T H A N K  Y O U
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